
This design review is 
aimed to provide a brief 

comentary, explaining the  
design process followed 

from inception to comple-
tion. This example is for a 

small chalet bungalow.
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FACT FILE

FLOOR AREAS

Existing Ground Floor = 83m²
Proposed Ground Floor Extension = 0m²
Proposed First Floor Extension = 93m²

SUGGESTED BUDGET

Refurbishment of ground floor:
83m² x £500-£750 = £41,500 - £62,250

Creation of new first floor:
93m² x £1,000 - £1,500 = £93,000 - 
£139,500

TOTAL COST RANGE

£134,500 - £201,750
(Self Managed - Main Contractor)

GROUND FLOOR | PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR | PROPOSED

The Site:
This small site (575m²) sits in an elevated position 
immediately next to a river and the last property in 
a row of bungalows. The property and site has sits 
in a prominent position and is clearly visible to the 
public realm from a number of locations. The existing 
bungalow provides 138m² of accommodation, 41m² 
being located within converted loft space. Views of 
the river are available from the first floor.
 
The challenge:
The site is small and offers little opportunity to 
extend on the ground floor. The existing loft accom-
modation does not provide meaningful space with 
headroom restricted by sloping ceilings. The existing 
bungalow occupies a raised position from the public 
highway and any resultant development will be heav-
ily scrutinised by the Local Planning Authority due to 
potential impact on the public realm. The adjacent 
bungalows have similar features including hipped 
roofs and offer little variety in terms of materials and 
architectural style. The site clearly offers the opportu-
nity create a landmark building. Its resultant mass and 
bulk would need to demonstrate that it responds to 
the adjacent built form avoiding harmful overlooking 
or overbearing on neighbour’s amenity.

Conceptual Approach:
With a restriction on available space within the site 
for ground floor extensions, it’s clear that the first 
floor represents the best opportunity for develop-
ment. At this level significantly improved views of the 
river is available. The conceptual approach gives pref-
erence the upstairs space and seeks to create a large 
open plan living area containing kitchen, dining, and 
living spaces. This large open plan space is contained 

within a contemporary mono-pitch envelope, glazed 
on three sides focused on capturing the best views 
on offer. This also results in a shallow vertical edge of 
the mono pitch positioned towards the side boundary 
close to the neighbouring bungalow. This  reduces 
the height and avoids overbearing of the mass and 
bulk on the neighbours amenity space, avoiding any 
potential right to light disputes. The shape of the first 
floor envelope has been kept as simple as possible, 
and extends out beyond the ground floor footprint to 
create large first floor terraces onto which occupants 
can break out and enjoy al fresco dining overlooking 
the river. The simple shape attempts to reduce con-
struction costs using a series of identical steel frames 
that could be fabricated off site and lifted onto the 
existing ground floor structure. Limited alterations are 
proposed to the ground floor which is divided to pro-
vide 3 bedrooms, study, wc and utility room. Over 90% 

of the existing structural openings remain unchanged, 
further reducing costs and allowing the delivery of the 
first floor and use of quality external materials..

External:
The form of the property is contemporary and the 
materials used include zinc standing seam roof, pow-
der coated aluminium flashings and trims, aluminium 
windows and doors, natural stone cladding, copper 
cladding and on sit fabricated concrete panels hung 
onto mass concrete block walls with proprietary 
structural fixings.

Ground Floor Layout:
The existing ground floor has not been extended, 
but the e interior has been  reconfigured to provide 3 
bedrooms, study, wc and utility room. A compact stair 
provides access to the first floor.

First Floor Layout:
The first floor provides 93m² of open plan living within 
a vaulted mono-pitch with 3.2m high glazed external 
walls breaking out via sliding doors onto 50m² of 
external terrace, some of which is sheltered by large 
overhanging roof projections.

The proposed development results in a contempo-
rary 176m² three bedroom house benefiting from 
stunning river views. The elevated position of the plot 
enables the use of large areas of glazing whilst still 
preserving a sense of privacy for the occupants. The 
simple form and structure allow the delivery of high 
quality and maintenance friendly materials.
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